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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
AMICA CENTER FOR IMMIGRANT 
RIGHTS et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION 
REVIEW et al., 
 

Defendants. 

 

 

Case No.  

  

PLAINTIFFS’ EMERGENCY MOTION FOR STAY UNDER 5 U.S.C. § 705 

Plaintiffs Amica Center for Immigrant Rights, Brooklyn Defender Services, Florence 

Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project, HIAS, and National Immigrant Justice Center respectfully 

move for a stay under section 705 of the Administrative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. § 705.  For the 

reasons presented in the accompanying memorandum in support of this motion, Plaintiffs 

respectfully request that the Court enter an order staying the March 9, 2026, effective date of the 

interim final rule, entitled “Appellate Procedures for the Board of Immigration Appeals,” 91 Fed. 

Reg. 5,267 (Feb. 6, 2026), that will replace longstanding appellate procedures in immigration 

courts with a system that sharply limits access to review, accelerates adjudication timelines, and 

constrains the ability of noncitizens to meaningfully present their claims, and thereby effectively 

eliminates appellate review of immigration judge decisions through the administrative process 

Congress established in the Immigration and Nationality Act.  The relief that Plaintiffs seek is 

detailed in the memorandum, accompanying exhibits, and proposed order. 
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Because the IFR will otherwise take effect on March 9, 2026, Plaintiffs respectfully 

request a ruling by that date. Plaintiffs also request a hearing on this motion during the week of 

March 2–6 if the Court believes oral argument would aid it in reaching its decision by that date. 

 

Dated: February 26, 2026 Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Erez Reuveni    

Keren Zwick (D.D.C. Bar No. IL0055) 
Mary Georgevich**  
Maria E. Dambriunas* (D.C. Bar No. 
1738154) 
Fizza Davwa**  
Nicole May**  
NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER 
111 W. Jackson Blvd. Suite 800 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
kzwick@immigrantjustice.org 
mgeorgevich@immigrantjustice.org 
mdambriunas@immigrantjustice.org 
fdavwa@immigrantjustice.org 
nmay@immigrantjustice.org 
Phone: (312) 660-1364 
 
* Application for admission to D.D.C. 
forthcoming  
** Application for admission pro  
hac vice forthcoming 

Erez Reuveni (D.D.C. Bar No. CA00244) 
Allyson R. Scher (D.C. Bar No. 1616379) 
Catherine M.A. Carroll (D.C. Bar No. 497890) 
Robin F. Thurston (D.C. Bar No. 1531399) 
DEMOCRACY FORWARD FOUNDATION  
P.O. Box 34553  
Washington, D.C. 20043  
ereuveni@democracyforward.org 
ascher@democracyforward.org  
ccarroll@democracyforward.org 
rthurston@democracyforward.org 
Phone : (202) 448-9090  
 
Michelle Lapointe (D.C. Bar No. 90032063) 
Suchita Mathur (D.C. Bar No. 90013156) 
AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL 
2001 L Street, NW, Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
mlapointe@immcouncil.org 
smather@immcouncil.org 
Phone: (202) 507-7645  
 
 
Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

I, Erez Reuveni, hereby certify that on February 26, 2026, consistent with Local Rule 7(m) 

conferred with counsel for Defendants, Papu Sandhu, to determine whether there was any 

opposition to the relief sought and, if there was, to narrow the areas of disagreement. Mr. Sandhu 

indicated the government opposes the governments motion for a stay of agency action under 5 

U.S.C. § 705, and that the government would not agree to postpone the effective date of the Rule 

challenged in this case at least until such time as the Court may rule on the pending motion. 
  

/s/ Erez Reuveni 
Erez Reuveni 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Erez Reuveni, hereby certify that on February 26, 2026, I electronically filed the 

foregoing document with the Clerk of the Court for the United States District Court for the District 

of Columbia by using the CM/ECF system. Counsel in the case are registered CM/ECF users and 

service will be accomplished by the CM/ECF system. I also served copies of this filing on counsel 

for Defendants, Papu Sandhu, via email.  
  
/s/ Erez Reuveni 
Erez Reuveni 
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