
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

By and through their respective counsel, Defendant Executive Office of Immigration 

Review (“Defendant”) and Plaintiffs American Immigration Council, et al. (“Plaintiffs”) 

(collectively, the “Parties”) hereby agree to settle and compromise the civil action captioned, 

American Immigration Council, et al. v. Executive Office of Immigration Review, 23-1952 (RC)   

(the “Civil Action”), under the terms and conditions set forth in this Settlement Agreement (the 

“Agreement”). 

1. Defendant shall pay Plaintiffs a lump sum of 22,500.00 dollars for attorney fees 

and other litigation costs reasonably incurred in this matter (the “Settlement Payment”) within 

thirty (30) days of the Agreement’s execution.  The Settlement Payment shall be made by an 

electronic funds transfer as specified in instructions provided to Defendant’s undersigned counsel 

by Plaintiffs in writing.  Defendant will effectuate the payment promptly after the receipt of such 

instructions by Defendant’s counsel. 

2. Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs’ counsel agree and consent to Defendant’s counsel filing 

the Agreement and the Stipulation of Dismissal attached hereto bearing Plaintiffs’ counsel’s 

printed signature (designated “By Permission”) with the Court, and such filing shall constitute a 

dismissal of the Civil Action with prejudice pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 

41(a)(1)(A)(ii). 

3. Plaintiffs hereby fully and forever release and discharge the Defendant, the United 

States, and their present or former officials, employees, and agents, in their official and individual 

capacities, from any and all rights or claims arising from the allegations in the Complaint filed in 

the Civil Action, including all claims for attorney fees and other litigation costs that have been, or 

could have been, made in the Civil Action.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, this 

release encompasses, resolves, and satisfies all claims, including all claims for attorney fees and 
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other litigation costs, in connection with all facets of this Freedom of Information Act matter, from 

the initial submission of Plaintiffs’ records request(s) through and including any litigation, as well 

as any other proceedings involving claims that were or could have been raised in the Civil Action. 

Nothing in this Agreement shall limit Plaintiffs’ ability to initiate future FOIA requests to 

Defendant or to bring litigation in connection with such future FOIA requests. 

4. This Agreement has been entered into by Plaintiffs and Defendant solely for the 

purposes of compromising disputed claims without protracted legal proceedings and avoiding the 

expense and risk of such litigation.  Therefore, this Agreement is not intended and shall not be 

deemed an admission by any Party of the merit or lack of merit of an opposing Party’s claims or 

defenses.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, this Agreement does not constitute, 

and shall not be construed as, an admission of liability or fault on the part of the Defendant or the 

United States or their present or former officials, employees or agents, or as an admission of any 

contested fact alleged by Plaintiffs in connection with the Civil Action or otherwise.  This 

Agreement may not be used as evidence or otherwise in any civil or administrative action or 

proceeding against Defendant or the United States or any of their present or former officials, 

employees or agents, either in their official or individual capacities, except for proceedings 

necessary to implement or enforce the terms hereof. 

5. This Agreement contains the entire agreement between the Parties hereto and 

supersedes all previous agreements, whether written or oral, between the Parties relating to the 

subject matter hereof.  No promise or inducement has been made except as set forth herein, and 

no representation or understanding, whether written or oral, that is not expressly set forth herein 

shall be enforced or otherwise given any force or effect in connection herewith. 
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6. The terms of this Agreement may not be modified or amended, and no provision 

hereof shall be deemed waived, except by a written instrument signed by the party to be charged 

with the modification, amendment, or waiver, or by such party’s counsel. 

7. The Parties acknowledge that the preparation of this Agreement was collaborative 

in nature, and so agree that any presumption or rule that an agreement is construed against its 

drafter shall not apply to the interpretation of this Agreement or any term or provision hereof. 

8. Each Party agrees to take such actions and to execute such additional documents as 

may be necessary or appropriate to fully effectuate and implement the terms of this Agreement. 

9. The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement, including all the terms and 

conditions of the compromise settlement herein and any additional agreements or undertakings 

relating thereto, may be made public in its entirety.  

10. This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall 

be deemed to be an original and all of which together shall be deemed to be one and the same 

agreement.  A facsimile or other duplicate of a signature shall have the same effect as a manually 

executed original. 

11. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the United States and the District 

of Columbia without regard to the choice of law rules utilized in that jurisdiction. 

12. No provision of this Settlement Agreement shall be interpreted to constitute a 

commitment or requirement that Defendant expend funds in contravention of the Anti-Deficiency 

Act, 31 U.S.C. § 1341, or any other applicable statute that restricts Defendant’s ability to remit the 

Settlement Payment to Plaintiffs due to a lapse in or insufficient appropriations from Congress.   

Case 1:23-cv-01952-RC     Document 47-1     Filed 06/30/26     Page 3 of 4



- 4 - 

13. Upon execution of this Agreement by all Parties hereto, this Agreement shall be 

binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective heirs, personal 

representatives, administrators, successors, and assigns.   

14. Each signatory to this Agreement represents and warrants that he or she is fully 

authorized to enter into this Agreement on behalf of the persons or entities indicated below, and 

has done so freely and voluntarily, without any degree of duress or compulsion.  This Agreement 

is effective when signed by all parties hereto.   

 

Dated: June 30, 2026 
Washington, D.C. 
 

JEANINE FERRIS PIRRO 
United States Attorney 

By: __________________________ 
RAUL A. PINTO, D.C. BAR #90013180 
American Immigration Council 
2001 L Street, N.W., Suite 500, PMB2026 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-507-7549 
rpinto@immcouncil.org  
 
Attorney for Plaintiff American 
Immigration Council 
 
 
_____________________________ 
MICHAEL LUKENS 
Executive Director 
Amica Center for Immigrant Rights 
1025 Connecticut Ave NW, Suite 701 
Washington, D.C., 20036 
michael@amicacenter.org  
 
Representative for Amica Center for 
Immigrant Rights (formerly CAIR 
Coalition) 
 

By:    _________________                               
RASHAD HUSSAIN, D.C. BAR #985178 
Assistant United States Attorney 
United States Attorney’s Office 
601 D. Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
(202) 252-7725 
Rashad.Hussain@usdoj.gov 
 
Attorneys for the United States of America 
 

 

/s/ Rashad Hussain
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